
Parishioners of St. Basil’s Church in Brantford, Ontario kneel outside the church to worship during the 1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic. 
 

 

St. Mark Roman Catholic Parish 
March 29, 2020 – Fifth Sunday of Lent 

 

 

Hello to everyone, 
 

I hope you are all keeping safe and healthy.  As 

far as I know, everyone seems to be back at home 

and some of you have been self-quarantined.   
 

Despite not being able to gather for Mass, please be assured that I continue to celebrate 

private Mass for your intentions.  We are fortunate in this age to have easy access to daily 

Mass either on the T.V. or through the internet, and I do encourage you to take advantage 

of those means – when you do, you can make a spiritual communion which is described 

down further.  
 

Next Sunday is Palm Sunday.  I was hoping to bless the palms and have them placed 

outside the door for you to pick up, but unfortunately we have been notified that the 

supplier is unable to deliver the palms that we had ordered.  I will check further. 
 

Amid this time of uncertainty, we are reminded that faith dispels all fear and, with time, 

things will return to normal.  Stay well, continue to pray for one another and take some 

time for prayer, the rosary is a good start.   
 

Until we meet again…. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K07LKIsDUII     
 

Fr. Steve & Nicholas 

Until further notice, all 
public celebrations of 

Mass and other 
devotions are 

suspended, and the 
Church, Adoration 
Chapel and Parish 

Office remain closed. 
Emails and phone messages 

continue to be monitored: 
519-571-9200 

stmark@rogers.com 

 
For updates from the 
Diocese of Hamilton 
regarding COVID-19 

measures and directives 
affecting St. Mark’s and 
the rest of the diocese, 

please visit: 
https://hamiltondiocese.com/

coronavirus-updates 
 

In cases where we are unable to attend Mass,  
the church encourages us to make an act of “spiritual 

communion,” where we unite ourselves to God 

through prayer. It is a beautiful way to express to 

God our desire to be united with him when we are 

unable to complete that union in the reception of 

Holy Communion. 

An Act of Spiritual Communion 

My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy Sacrament. 

I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. 

Since I cannot at this moment receive You sacramentally, 

come at least spiritually into my heart. 

I embrace You as if You were already there 

and unite myself wholly to You. 

Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K07LKIsDUII
mailto:stmark@rogers.com
https://hamiltondiocese.com/coronavirus-updates
https://hamiltondiocese.com/coronavirus-updates


 

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from 

the Gospel according to John, continuing a 3-week break from the reading of 

Matthew.  On the 3rd Sunday (our last weekend together) it was the story of the 

Samaritan woman and her personal encounter with Jesus that lead to her 

conversion and proclaiming him the living water from God.  Last weekend was 

the story of Jesus giving sight (not just restoring sight) to the man born 

blind.  Although the story was about physical blindness, it represented, once 

again, faith in Jesus Christ. Born blind, the man lived in darkness until he was able 

not only to see, but recognize Jesus as God.  This story was also very significant, 

because giving sight to the blind, was one of the signs of the true Messiah that 

Isaiah prophesized about.  Hence, the extreme interrogation from the Pharisees 

who tried, but failed to falsify that the man was not born blind, and had just lost 

his sight.  
 

Today’s Gospel recounts the story of raising Lazarus from the dead.  Once again, 

this story is significant because in raising Lazarus Jesus once again fulfills another 

prophecy of Isaiah as the true Messiah. The context for the story of the raising of 

Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in 

Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the Dedication, which we have come to know 

as Hanukkah. The people have been pressing him to declare plainly whether he is 

the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to his works, which testify to his coming 

from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, and some try to stone him for 

blasphemy. 
 

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send 

word to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, 

but he delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows 

Jesus’ obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. 

When Jesus finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for 

his life. Thomas declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with 

Jesus. 
 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and 

saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains 

confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that 

there will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, 

Mary, comes to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have 

cured Lazarus. Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and 

calls Lazarus out from the tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but 

others take word of the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for 

Jesus’ death. 
 

Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising 

of Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing 

the conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In 

raising Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those 

who believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the 

stone to be rolled away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the 

stone rolled away from Jesus’ tomb. 
 

With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the 

Resurrection and the life. ◼ 

Readings for the 5th Sunday of Lent 
 

First Reading, Ezekiel 37:12-14 
God will open the graves and restore the people of Israel. 

 

Responsorial Psalm, Psalm 130:1-8 
With the Lord is forgiveness and mercy. 

 

Second Reading, Romans 8:8-11 
The Spirit of God dwells in you. 

 

Gospel Reading, John 11:1-45 
Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 

 

 
 

 
 

The following intentions will be remembered this week 
during the private celebration of the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass: 
 

Tuesday, March 31 + Antonio Correia 

Wednesday, April 1  Int. of Betty & Paul Enticott 

Thursday, April 2 Int. of Michael Dineen 

Friday, April 3 + Maria Silvestre 

Saturday, April 4 + Antonio Correia 

PALM SUNDAY 
April 5, 2020 

+ Evlyn Markides 

+ Clare Spicer 

Int. of the Parishioners 
 

Automatic Withdrawals – Your financial 

support during this time is appreciated, as bills 
continue to come in.  This may be a good time to 
consider signing up for our monthly Pre-Authortized 
Debit plan (P.A.D.).  If you would like to enroll or 
require more information, please email the parish 
office (stmark@rogers.com) and Pam will assist you. 

mailto:stmark@rogers.com

