
 
 

 
May 19, 2020 
 
Good Afternoon, 
  
Thank you for your email outlining your comments regarding the proposed Rogers facility (“C4069”) at 55 
Driftwood Drive.   I can provide some additional information to address the issues from various residents.  
The issues can be categorized as: 

1. Health/5G 
 2. Municipal protocols 

3. Tower design 
4. Colocation 

 
 
HEALTH/5G 
 
5G:  It has been incorrectly stated that this is a 5G tower.  The tower is a planned addition to the existing 
4G Rogers network 
  
HEALTH:  Cell towers transmit and receive radio-frequency (RF) signals or energy in order to connect with 
the cell phones and other mobile devices in the network.  RF energy from cell towers is a form of “non-
ionizing” radiation, which means it is not strong enough to break chemical bonds. Common sources of RF 
exposure include cell phones, cordless telephones, FM radio transmitters, baby monitors, WiFi routers 
and, of course, cell towers. 
  
Health Canada establishes RF exposure guidelines through the Limits of Human Exposure to 
Radiofrequency Electromagnetic Energy in the Frequency Range from 3kHz to 300 GHz (Safety Code 6 
[2015]).  This is referred to as “Safety Code 6”.  Ongoing compliance with Safety Code 6 is a mandatory 
condition of all Canadian wireless carriers. 
  
The exposure limits set in Safety Code 6 are based on an ongoing review of published scientific studies, 
including both internal and external reviews of scientific literature, as well as Health Canada’s own 
research. The code is periodically revised to reflect new knowledge in the scientific literature. The current 
version of Safety Code 6 reflects the scientific literature published up to August 2014 and replaces the 
previous version published in 2009. 
  
Health Canada reminds all Canadians that their health is protected from radiofrequency fields by the 
human exposure limits recommended in Safety Code 6. Health Canada does not consider cell towers 
dangerous to the public, including groups typically more sensitive to environmental agents (young 
children, elderly). The Safety Code 6 limits for human exposure to RF energy are designed to provide 
protection for all age groups, including children, on a continuous (24 hours a day/seven days a week) basis. 
This means that if someone, including a small child, were to be exposed to RF energy from multiple sources 
for 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, within the Safety Code 6 limits, there would be no adverse health 
effects. 
 
 
  



 
 

Health Canada continues to monitor and analyze scientific research on this issue and should new scientific 
evidence arise demonstrating that exposure to radiofrequency fields poses a health risk to Canadians, 
Health Canada will take the appropriate action to safeguard the health of Canadians. Compliance with any 
updates or changes to Safety Code 6 is mandatory for all Canadian wireless carriers. 
 
Rogers has completed their Safety Code 6 analysis of the site and can confirm that it meets the 
requirements as outlined by Health Canada and Innovation Science and Economic Development Canada:  
  
If you are interested, I have provided some further reading on this topic at the end of this letter. 
 
MUNICIPAL PROTOCOLS:   
A lot of careful thought and planning go into new locations for cell towers. Engineers for these sites need 
to consider the network growth, reception, network capacity (how many people in a given area access the 
network at any one time), available access to a property, space and power for the facility.  A new tower 
site must individually meet the needs of the network (coverage where it is required, capacity to handle 
end users in that area) but it also must mesh with the existing and planned sites of the network as a whole. 

  
It is always our intention to work cooperatively with municipalities and we strive to meet the 
requirements of any local policies where feasible. In some circumstances the technical requirements of 
the network supersede local siting preferences. For example, where a coverage requirement results in the 
need for a new facility in a residential area, it may not be possible to meet requested setback distances.  
As communities continue to grow to depend on wireless products and their services, it will be necessary 
to improve network coverage and quality. Improving network coverage and quality is achieved by placing 
cell towers in strategic locations to fill coverage gaps and increase capacity for current and future wireless 
users. 
 
TOWER DESIGN:   
Rogers has designed the site in a manner that conceals the telecommunications equipment (antennas, 
wires etc.) and makes it less obtrusive at street level.  The support structure is a steel tube frame 
(approximately 49” wide) with transmitting and receiving antennas mounted to the upper half of 
the structure. The tower height allows the antenna equipment to propagate wireless signals over 
top of obstacles (trees, buildings, varying topography) and maintain line of sight connections to 
other Rogers facilities in the network. 
 
The proposed installation provides an opportunity to accommodate future technologies as well as 
potential co-location with other licensed carriers, thus limiting the number of new tower structures 
required in the area. 
 



 
 

 
 
 
COLOCATION ON EXISTING INFRASTRUCTURE: 
 
Site sharing investigations revealed that there are no existing tower facilities within 0.5km of this 
proposed location. The closest existing tower sites are located approximately 1.5km away in three 
different areas.  
 
These sites were disqualified as a feasible colocation option as the existing tower is located too far outside 
of Rogers target coverage area and does not provide adequate deployment height for Rogers antenna 
equipment.   
 
Please see the map and chart below for a list of the closest existing cell towers. 
 



 
 

 
 
Figure 4 – Existing Telecommunication Sites (0.5km Radius – Red)   (  

 

 
If you have any other questions or comments, please feel free to contact me 587.894.0773 or 
sduncan@forbesbrosltd.ca 
  
Sincerely, 
Sarah 

Real Estate & Government Affairs 
130, 482 South Service Road E, Oakville, ON L6J 2X6 
  

Site Code Carrier Height Distance Location 

Waterloo Freedom Mobile 55m 1.5km 279 Ira Needles Blvd (co-locate) 

W4608 Bell Mobility 37m 1.5km 279 Ira Needles Blvd (co-locate) 

C4068 Rogers  52m +/- 1.5km 2185 Ottawa Street South 

W2317 Bell Mobility 45m 1.5km 2051 Ottawa Street South 

C5568 Rogers 50m 1.7km EBD ramp onto Hwy 7/8 

Rogers C5568 50m 

Rogers C4068 52m Bell W2317 45m 

Freedom Waterloo 55m 
Bell W4608 37m 
 



 
 

ADDITIONAL HEALTH LINKS 

Innovation Science and Economic Development Canada; Radiofrequency Energy and Safety (5G): 
https://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/smt-gst.nsf/eng/sf11467.html    
 
Safety Code 6: Health Canada’s Radiofrequency Exposure Guidelines 
https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/environmental-workplace-health/reports-
publications/radiation/safety-code-6-health-canada-radiofrequency-exposure-guidelines-
environmental-workplace-health-health-canada.html 
  
World Health Organization: Electromagnetic Fields and Public Health 
https://www.who.int/peh-emf/publications/facts/fs304/en/ 
  
American Cancer Society: Cellular Phone Towers 
https://www.cancer.org/cancer/cancer-causes/radiation-exposure/cellular-phone-towers.html 

 


